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SEASONABLE BOOKS SEEN IN REVIEW AND COMMENT
CRITICAL REY1EWS I No more intimate story

of Gotham, and the fasci-
nationOF LATE BOOKS of ita night life, has

Mr. L'himbcfl'l Ingenious New
Btorleg Witty T1m by

J. .1. Boll.

KOVKI.S FROM MANY PENS

Books mi Bnhies, Flowera, Hall-

ways, Gardens and
Other Themes.

Wandering nrnttmt the flrnnx Park
has Alasfrsed v,nh Hubert W, Cham- -

bers nnd has uive n him a Krievance to

whlih he glv. I OpTtMlOfl In "Po-

lice! !!" (ApptstolM.) He doesn't like!
to kpp the a n Itn.ils unit turds rontlned
1 NH and noloaures nnd bursts into

VMM to My how he cofntnlMnUM
with them nnd how he despises the
people whu look nt thoin, Hp extends
Mi dleguai i the unlucky employesa I

of thp Natural History Museum and
vents hi lit tor HKiin nn them In six
MM ItOflMi WMeh otherwise would

to the .ury, graceful, love trifles with
which Mis readeri re familiar Ho is
hampered too b) a fasting of raaant
mejit agalnal thp prevalent woman
uffntco anitnlion. which lends him to

speak unkindly of thp dominant sex.
thouxh hp does Ml forget to itlve htn
hsrelnes fa r hair, violet ayta and more
nr lesn exposed graclle iimi'. in thla
his Illustrator, Henry iiut. abets him
grattfylngly, Tha Idea ln all these
tnries li Ingenious and amualmj; we

only regret thai Mr, Chamheri w.istes
so much time and space In being iy-ishi- y

aatlrlcal over hm pedantic and
humptiotta scientific expert when we
would mt her read about the charming
minxes Who lead hint Oil, The stories
are entertaining, hut should not lie
read Consecutively. A little time spent
by the au'hor or his proofreaders In
consulting the dictionary would have
Improved the polling. Is it only to
naturp romance that Mr. Chambers'!
description applies: Where certain

Needed to shock the
city into mending its ways,
says Xew York Time of

Georg: Bronson-Howar- d'i

Impressive New Novel
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Large Umo. clolh. $1 .40 net at til stotts
THE BOBBS-MERRIL- CO.. Publishers

RUSSIA
the land of mystery, the
country of Tolstoy and
Dostoevsky, the unknown
factor in world history
how shall we understand
her?

Oiepnen fit-ahji- in ms,
new book laVS bare the
secret heart of the great na- -

tion. Ho has traveled up
and down the country and
knows the real source of
Russian power. His book
interprets her message to
the Western world.

To know I ho I rue Russia read

Stephen Graham's New Book,

Way of Martha
and The

Way of Mary
Jut Published

to

mbJ1'"" The
Mother

TELL

A new
Scries,

By IRVING CRUMP
Au'htir of ".ha StfQU tit

Mi rlai
The first book In tha Words

Jack Straw Series, which Florence
on account of its lively full entor.
and wholesome, hlory was
listed in tha Hoy Scouts'
official reading list, is fol-

lowed by these new ad-
ventures with men who
"do" things, 12mo.

$1.00 net. North

m.OM MY LADY OftHB CHINESE. Wi UQnilj '
It " .,L PkOM

"

(OTO-S- t)
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stock materials "are stirred up to- -

nctlier Into a saccharine mess eagerly
gulped down hy a provincial reading
public, which Immediately protrudes
its tongue for more."

As delightful nnd witty reading Bl
J. J. Mil him yet favored us with will
lie found In the beginning of "Wee

Knlists'' (Fleming II. He-ve-

Company), though we cannot
sympathize wholly with either the in-
dependent Christina or her Inarticulate
lover In the quarrel tha.t parts them
for a time. Mr. Boll uses the war feel,
ing legitimately for the purposes of his
art. Cntll the end the war Is only n
background I we nrp made to under-
stand thp feel. nits of thp lmvs who en-
list anil of their relatives; we see only
the humorous side of their military
training and can feel for them the first
time they appear in public in kilts
The end Is dramatic and hanty. hut it
Is not up to the of the rest of the
little book. The reader will forgive
this, however, for all Mr. Bell's Scots
are alive and lovable.

A domino ring British matron Is
the DUtt of Mrs. Horace Tremlett s
satire In "Looking for Grace" (John
Iane Company i. and incidentally the
author makes fun of the many
women who are trying to he helpful
In the war. The last word. of her
husband, killed In battle, are re-
ported to tho lady and she proceeds
to hunt for the unknown woman,
whose name he litters. The humor
consists In her being foiled at every
turn nnd in the mystification of the
render. The real heroine Is an un-
conventional widow, who alone dis-
covers the secret. A dissolute Belgian
officer and an unmannerly and sus-
picious South African, who have noth-
ing to do with thp story, dash about
after the maner of fiirce comedy. It
is all very sprightly and some of the
conversations are bright.

Much careful writing Is expended
on unsympathetic characters by Viola
Meynell In "Columbine" ct;. 1. Tut-nain- 's

Bona). A dabbler In literature,
who has not character enough to stick
to anything lonir. happens to lie pres-
ent when a would-b- e actress fails. He
tries to encourage her, sees her home
and gradually makes love to her with
the utmost propriety, though the sur-
roundings are unconventional. She Is
pretty but uneducated nnd rather vul-
gar: hit family, including his father's

receive her rather
y After whllo ho la attracted to I

"'p stenographer and Jilts the other
ZLuy VtStS
r'rnt stenographer is unfortunately

"1! 'JTZi
explains this to her lover, who has
hugged her whenever he had the
chance till then, he does not like this
and decides that he does not love hyr.
He makes up his mind that he must
take up with some one that nepds his
hpp and. though she proves to him
that thai fits her case, prefers to re
vert to the (Irst undesirable girl
Whether he marries her or not does
not appear, but the stenographer's
heart Is broken. There In also a tem-
peramental nnd eccentric sister, who
is allowed to do as she pleaaes anil
whose happiness Is left in doubt.
These types are carefully dissected
and demonstrated, for what purpose
is not revealed; they may be realistic
but have no life.

It shows lack of tact In the Baron-
ess Orosy at a time when France nnd
England wish to be on the friendliest
terms to contrast a gentlemanly Eng
lish tradesman with two riastardlv
French youths, one of the old nobility,

rUUAINY bUUKo
Cinirer Rreail Man. Cinderella. Little

HOLIDAY GIFT LIST FOR MOTHERS
STRAW
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stanographor,
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(loose, The Children of Japan. Illus-
trated by Willy Pogany. V.nch 60 rcnj ir(.

ME WHY STORIES ABOUT
COLOR AND SOUND

By C. H. CLAUDY ,

volume in the popular "Tell Me Why"
llluslratnl. $1.25 net.

THE SLEEPY SONG BOOK
Music by H. A. CAMPBELL

by F.ueene Field, May Byron and
Campbell. Htuari Sen. Illustrated in

$2.00 net.

PARTNERS OF THE FOREST
TRAIL

By C. H. CLAUDY
Adventures of a boy and his sister in the

Woods. Illmlraled. $1.00 net.

THE BOY COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK
By A. HYATT VKKRILL

Intended for the schoolboy making classroom specimens, and for the
Boy Scout striving for merit marks in field work. Illustrated. 8uo. $1.50.

ROBERT M. MoBRlDE CO., NEW 0ttK
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the other of that created by Naixileon.
in "The Bronze Kngle" (George H.
Doran Company), even If the English
mnn is a friend of her "Scarlet Pim-
pernel." They are all rivals for the
hund of one young wonian. The mel-

odramatic intrigue that Is interwoven
with the story of Napoloon'l return
nnd the battle of Waterloo Is not par-
ticularly Interesting after the French-
man have shown what manner of men
thev are. hut the Morv Is readable.

The; edifying tale of a remarkably
silly mlcldleaged Wtfa'S infatuation for I

a mtlltam lw.lv killer ! laid hv the
Bhroneaa von Hutten in "Bird'a P"oun
tain" (Applatona.) Her complaisant
husband is ready to let her go. After
WO have teen regaled with the officer's
various intrigues and with the cor-- I

reapondonce of friends of the lady who
are sorry for what she is doing, she is
stopped for a time by a trifling acci-
dent

I

and steeps herself in rusticity,
but she Is wtill bent on her object after
finding out Iipt lover's character, till
in a sentimental moment she makes up
with iur husband again, rhe minor
characters in this story are Intereat. '

Ing and should have been made more
of. of the principals and their pecu-
liar morality we get an overdose

Incidents Of official life in Ind.a with
an occasional story, often a pretty
good one. are told by Shelland ltmd-le- y

In "More Adventures of an A. D.
(John Ijtne Company.) The inci-

dents are liaphaznrd enough to le au-
tobiographical, hut the hook is pleasant
reading nnd must appeal to British
readers who have Indian aSSdtllatlona

The satire of Douglas Slnden seems
directed mote against bis countrymen
th in against the Hermann In "His Her-
man Wife" (Brcntano's) The

life in Qermsny, even the
military life, are fair and kindly. The
heroine herself, notwithstanding her
noble birth. Is practical minded almost
to the point of being cali'iilat Ing.
There nre various Kngllsh women who
behave abominably. The author de-
scribes with much feeling experiences
in getting out of Oermijny. and drifts
into war Incidents as the story goes
on. It seems extremely unlikely that
any German woman, with as brief an
acquaintance with Kngllsh life as the
heroine had. should lie turned against
her country hy living In It and listen-
ing to the Herman attacks on Kngland.
The author would have done better to
lay the whole responsibility for the
change on conjugal love ulone.

A small boy runs away Into the ten-

ement district and contracts a conta-
gious disease In Helen S. Woodruff's

Mr. DoOtOT Man" (George H. Doran
Company ) The result Is to rouse, the
well to do In the community to build
I hospital and listen to the sanitary
warnings of a wise physician. The
sentimental domestic troubles of the
physician have no place In tho story;
they only serve to aggravate the emo-
tional exaggeration with which the
physician's work is described.

MUSICAL.
In "Home Musicians of Former

Days" (Henry Holt und Company)
Romain Holland, now an approved
musical critic, has collected a number
of articles touching on the history of
music In France. He traces Ui be-

ginnings, of opera and then tells of tho
first opera given in Paris He ap-
pends more or less fragmentary
notices nnd appreciations of I.ully,
Hluck und Oretry, with a few words
tjn Mozart. In an appendix a ipeel
mpn of t he music of Itossl's "Orfeo" is
given. Thp translation Is by Mary
BkUMOOki The author has the French
knack of making bis articles entertain-
ing, while his musical authority Is
vouched for by competent Americans.

Of the Slav inroad on Western cut- -

)
S BOOK FOR CHlLORCtl
POSAM

tare that In the domain of music has
been fully as Important as the one on
literature nnd lias made more Impres-
sion on the popular mind. Arthur
Pougln'8 "A Short History of ftusslan
Music." which IjiwTence Haward has
translated i Hrentano'a) Is written on
btographleal lines and supplies In-

formation that. many Intelligent
readen wiah to have, it ndds ae- -

OOUnta of the man's life and of the
work he did to the nam on the pro
gramme. Th ne; nre sufficiently
full up to rei tit years and make the
reader acquainted with the chief RUS- -

mpose re.

OTHER BOOKS.
Another iiok of guidance and advice
intending young mothers has Wn

written by Dr. Edith B, Lowry in
"Your Baby" (Forbes and Company,
Chicago). A third of the book Is given
up to get ling ready, tha rest to what
shall tie done with the infant when It
arrives and to the various oontin- -
genclei that may arise. The dlreo- -

Hons i clear and the advice Is sen- -
ibl

It U Canada that .lulla W. Henshaw
has In mind In compiling "Wild
l'luwers of the North American Moun
tains'- - (Robert M kftcBrlde nnd Com-
pany. NOW York!, and her North
America seems to le exclusively the
land across rhe border, The book Is
In SUbetanoa methodical, descrip-
tive catalogue with many Illustrations,
some In color. The author N glns with
the fern and the trees, then she takes
up the flowers, arranged, as Is the
present fash according to color. It
Is an excellent handbook, that Is ap-
plicable Just lis fully to tho flora of
the United States.

Aft unusually practical and Instruc- -
live handbook, which In many of Us
topics will interest laymen as much ss
engineers, is the "T'at way Maintenance
Engineering with Notes on Construc-
tion," by William h. Bellow. (l". Van
Nootrand company), while it sup- -
p,Hf all me technical information

by the professional railroad
man, the statements are so clear that
the business nsin seeking Information
can obtain what ha wants with little
trouble.

A manual that has held its own for
sixteen yeurs. Sanmel T. Moynnrd's
"Landscape Gardening as Applied to
Home Decoration." appears In new,
enlarged edition (John Wiley and Sons,
New York), H will prove very help-
ful to suburban dwellers nd to those
who can afford real country places, for
the author tries above nil tn he prac-
tical.

I 'Ions care perpetuates a New Kng-
land worthy, so that "The Old Farm-
er's Almanuck," by Hobert B, Thomas,
makes Its appearance for the 124th
tlmo In the edition for 131(1 (William
Ware and Company, Hoston). it comes
to us m three forms, tn the time
honored yellow paper OOVSfSi hound In
homely cnrdboiu'd. nnd also bound for
the library in accordance with modern
decorous taste. In Its matter, calendar
Information, agricultural and meteoro-
logical Information anil forecasts, and
literary extracts, the "did Farmer" re
mains unchanged, though the editor
venture! occasionally into the modern
world for his selections,

Four essays nnd addresses by I'rof.
John Brsklne of Columbia are Included
in "The Moral Obligation to Ho Intel-
ligent" (Puflleld and Company). They
are marked by the epigrammatic

and bantering tone which
modern Bnglteh instructors affect and
hy the tone of disdain for the subject
they have chosen to talk about. It Is
the substitute that the Anglo-Saxo- n

mind offers for the French clearness
and lightness after it has looked upon
foreign models, whether Latin, Slavic
or Teutonic.

ever boon written.
George Bronson-Howard- 's

Impressive Now Novel
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The compression of 1,1 SO pages into
a small pocket volume, even with the
aid of very thin paper, is a typo-
graphical feat to bo prmid of and the
clearness nnd iMsauty of the pages of
the Kev. F. M Usance's "The New
Missal in Ktiglleh" (Benslger Bros..
New York) call for especial commenda-
tion. In its limp leather covers this
book of devotions Is extremely

and Wit! be welcomed by all
Kngllsh speaking Catholics.

A collection of B,hle texts with brief
comments by Nora Holm Is called "The
Runner's Bible" (Houghton Mifflin
Company). It Is designed especially
for the use of people who sre In a
hurry.

The customsry information and
statistics regarding its multifarious ac- -

tlvltles by the largest lYotestant body
in the country will be found In "The
Methodist Year Book. 1916." which
Oliver S. Barketel edits this year (The
Methodist Book Concern. New York).

A few pages of excellent advice to
young men who are going into busi-
ness have been written by rarleton F.
Stevens In a little pamphlet entitled
'On Being a fitenorapher," published
by the author at Catrson City, Nev.

Ponderous though the humor Is of
"The Ixg of rhe Ark by Noah" (E. P.
Dutton and Company), of whloh I. I...

Oordon and A. J. Frueh are the
authors, it is lightened somewhat by
the pictures end Is certnln to be en-
joyed by a portion at least of the crowd
that craves for funnlne.ss. Here this
is created chiefly by the contrast be-

tween the ultra modern Ideas and vo-

cabulary of CM pMrtarch end the con-

ditions of the voyage.

THE WOMAN QUESTION.
It is logical at all events that Kath-

arine Anthony In her account of "Fem-

inism In Oermany and Scandinavia"
(Henry Holt and Company) snould
quote chiefly from women writers
The issue In those countries Is con-

fused with that of chsnges in rhe sex
relations and other matters, hut this
survey will be helpful to students of
the question.

An oatenerbly fatr statement of
woman's position In the past and of
the sphere of her activity at present In

The Woman Movement" hy the Rev.
Pr. A. I McCTimmon (The Griffith
and Rowland Press. Phllade:ph1a)
winds up with his objections to
woman's voting. Confidence in hta
opinion either way might be stronger
If he did not lay stress on what he
calls "neuromuscular force."

Mnnv sides of the woman question
are discussed bv Nellie L, McClung In

articles gathered together unoer tne
titl. "In Time I.Ike These" ( Apple -

tons). The reference Is to the war. for
thp author Is a Canadian. Her took
1s entertaining because she drifts easily
Into fC.de Issues relating to women and
brings In many stories nnd anecdotes
to supiMirt 1ier points.

Kssays on W'msn 1n general, par-

ticularly In the relations that men are
accustomed to criticise and make fun
of. are contained 1n Ida M TarbeU's
The Ways of Woman" i M.icmillajis).

S"r--p deals In generalities, but fortifies
her points usually with Instsnces of
the n hlevements of individual women,
which nre forcible If a bit boastful.

A enrnowhat humorous essay found
among the late Myrtle Reeds papers
deals with the differences between the
two sexes and urges women to reform
their ways. It is called "A Woman's
Career" 'O P. Putnsms Sons).

WAR BOOKS.
The war articles of Bdlth Wharton

on "Fighting France" (Charles Scrlh-ner'- a

Sons) have done their best ser-

vice as they appeared from time to
time 1n periodicals Those describing

conditions In Paris when the war broke

out are valuable as the first hsnd tes-

timony of a literary artist wtio was

familiar with th city and certain
.lasses of the people. Her visits to

the several dlvlSlO of the front were

made last- summer; they record her
personal experiences, her regrets for
much destruction, and raise in the
reader's mind the question: "What
business had Mrs. Wharton to be
there'.'" Except fo the literary form
they resemble tBe reports of other
war correspondents, who had more
experience and keener powers for ob-

servation of what was essential than
she has. In her conclusion on the
tone of France ahe relapses Into the
psychological nrevdoslty which she
has affected at times in her fiction; a
woman who likes the French and has
lived among them In these limes can
find the explanation of the attitude
of the nation In Its "intelligence" snd
power of "expression."

The story told by Mary Roberts
Rlnehart In "Kings, Queens and
Pawns" (George H. Doran Company)
is a plain newspaper womun's account
of her efforts to secure Information
nnd of what she saw while doing it.
it i interspersed with significant
a ne, dotes and with short out bunts
of emotion. Tho author obtained in-

terviews with various royal person-
ages and other persons of note and
paid particular attention to the work
of the Red Cross and the tlpld hospi-
tals along tho front In Helgtum, es-

pecially In the lines defended by the
Hellish. It Is clear and Intelligent
evidence.

An account of the retreat of the
British army f om Mono to Tprea In
the fall of 1914 has been written by
W. Douglas Newton In "The Undying
Story" (B, P. Dutton and Company).
That campaign has receded enough
into the past to allow official correc-tton- s

and Additions to he made tn the
contemporary accounts and for the
author to see the events he recorded
In something like their proper par- -

jfis

POLICE!!!
If you should enter a book store next week, next

month or next year and hear a crowd of people crying
"Police !" don't get excited. They will simply be demand
ing their copies of POLICE!!!, the new book by

ROBERT W. CHAMBERS
A merry, extravagant, deliciously satirical, scream-

ingly funny story by the man who wrote "Iole." Don't
miss it! Lavishly illustrated in color and line by Henry
Hutt. Look for the girl on the cover ! $1.30 net.

D. Appleton

spectlve. He writes an Interesting
history.

Very dlfferenr from the common
run of war Btorli is the Rev. Rer- -

navd Q, O'Rorke'a "In the Hands of
the Enemy" I.ongians, Green and
Company). The author was an army
chaplain anS.wis captured within ten
days of leaving Kngland at the begin-
ning of the war. He relates the ex-
periences of himself and his fellow
prisoners during the months of his
captivity in a matter of fact way, with
singular absei.ee of animosity toward
his captors. There are plenty of
things for which be blames the Oer-mftn- s.

but. as I the cwse of most of
the men who havo done actual fight-
ing, no sign of re. entment toward In-

dividuals.
Before the war there were many

writers who predicted a war and
many who took a contrary view.
Among the lucky guessers was
Francis Melalsl. whoso pamphlet In
French, with an Kngllsh translation
on the apposite page, is published un-
der the title "The Inevitable War"
i Small. Maynard and Company, Hos-
ton). It seems a rather futile form
of literature to print at the present
time.

The IsteM additions to the valuable
"Pages d'HIstOlre" series t Krrger-l.evraul- t,

Paris) sre two thick pam-
phlets of ' Paroles Franchises," contain-
ing comments on the war by many dis-
tinguished French writers and puhlic
men. and 'I.'Annivers.-iIr- de la Decla-
ration." containing accounts of the
way the date WSS noticed in the sev-
eral countries. Eugene Bale in "i,a
Belglque de Domain" il'errin et Com-pagni- e,

Paris) BUggSatSi as countless
others IWor,. him have done, the erec-
tion of a middle kingdom along the
Rhine by adding Luxemburg and ai- -

e to tho old Netherlands.

AMERICAN TRAVEL.
It la a somewhat rrrtacellaneous

volume that Clifton Johnson has put
togerther In "Highways end Hyways of
N"ew Kngland" i MRcmlllsne), but It Is
very entertaining, Is Illustrated with
his sirperb photoqraphs and gives fs'r

J.

a narrative
of
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and alluring samples of what he
traveller find in each of the New
Kngland States. He follows the usual
order In beginning with Maine and
ending with Connecticut, the
convenience automobile tourists, for
whose lsneflt useful nre ap-
pended to each chapter, would per-
haps te better served by reversing the
arrangempnt. The author introduces
stories and anecdotes Into his narra-
tive, hunts out memories of Arte-mu- s

Wnrd Waterford. he hangs
around (iloucester wharves and roams
OVer motOftoaa Nantucket and he has
taken many admirable portraits of
genuine New Knglandera It Is a de-
lightful book 1n which nature lovers

regret the suggestion of the auto-
mobile.

A voyage thst Is easily and not un-
commonly taken from the port of New
York Isdeacribed by A. Hyatt Verrlll In
"Isles of Spice and Palm" ( Applet ons I

The steamers sail for Trinidad and the
Oulana ports, touching at several
the Ieser Antilles on the way. The
author tells als.ut eah one of these.
Danish Bl Thomas, French Guade-
loupe and Martinique, British Santa
Luclft nn l Harbadoes, with all the
smaller Islands of any Importance. Ho
also visits Trinidad and the ports of
Hr1tlh and of Dutch Oulana hut not
the ranit Important Islands along
the Venezuelan coast, though he In-

cludes in the brief notices at the
end the book. This is Intended

us a guide to travellers. It
calls to notice an extremely attractive
region for a winter vacatlrfn. one that
pleasure seeking Americans should
visit far more than they do.

To many who have gone to the fan
Francisco exhibition by sea "The Con-

struction of the Panama Oanal, by
William 1. Slbert and John F. Stevens
i Appletons) will be interesting,
though it la in substance simply a

account the work
done the United States under-
took the great enterprise. Mr. Stevens
writes about the preparatory period
and Qen. Slbert the construction
period to date, each dealing with the
portion In whtch himself waa active.
It is a businesslike and satisfactory
statement of the facts.
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